
 

 

The Sheffield Council on Aging 
Minutes for January 13, 2009 

By Dick Magenis 
 

Present: John-Arthur, Barbara, Mary Ellen, Joan, Lovina, Natalie, Carol, Rose Marie & 
Dick 
 
Introduction: The December minutes were reviewed & approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: (Anne) 
1. J-A reported Anne’s information - our bank balance is $2,244.58; we received another 
bill from Hurbitt Associates for $974.59; a total of $4,146 has been spent in seeking tax-
exempt status for the Friends of the COA. 
2. Town budget expenses are on line, with transportation & postage line items not yet 
used but will be in the near future. The state formula grant of some $4,800 was increased 
$9 for this year FY2010 funding is not yet set. Major cuts are anticipated in home care 
services, resulting in helping 80 fewer people than those already being helped. 
3. Friends of COA has set up a checking account, and J-A feels that our balance should 
go into that account when they assume tax exempt status. With this present account 
another signatory aside from Anne should be assigned. Dick was nominated and agreed. 
 
Committee Reports 
Program & Activities (Lovina) 
1. Sammy Brown will do Irish songs sometime. There’s a lady who will do pilgrim 
monologues in the fall. Christmas cards from our papermaking project have gone to Italy 
& Ireland, and J-A would like to do it again in the fall. 
2. Dick called Twiggs Myers again to ask him to speak at our 3rd Thursday luncheon on 
2/19 re Presidents’ Day; he has yet to respond. We hope to have grandchildren present; 
Gretta’s will provide the lasagna.  
3. We’re considering a trip to the Salisbury Ski-Jumping Festival, despite the chill. 
4. The Norman Rockwell Museum offers free Tuesdays, when there will be talks on 
“artists in their studios” (4/14). The 3rd Thursday in April might see bingo again, which is 
popular. 
5. Joan loved the Christmas Senior Luncheon at the high school - a wonderful 
experience! 
 
Outreach/Volunteers (Joan) 
1. The office continues to reach out and respond to local needs (outreach, information, & 
referral), as people become more aware of our presence. Joe Kellogg will approach the 
RTA re getting a line down to Sheffield. Transportation is a need and our state reps 
realize it.  
 
Friends/New Building (Carol) 
No report. 
 
Mission/Policies/Procedures No report 



 

 

Director’s Report: (John-Arthur) 
1. The Help for Seniors Symposium at the library saw 50-60 people in attendance. 3 
doctors & a lawyer spoke; it was a lengthy, but informative, session. Paula Almgren, 
Attorney, spoke on finances, and was knowledgeable about Elder Law and Health 
services for elders. 
2. J-A spoke of the 9c cuts that may affect home care in a trickle-down fashion, putting 
new clients on waiting lists. SNAP program (food stamps) is now more available without 
stigma; local resources like the food pantry and the Good Samaritan Fund also exist. 
People in need often don’t have transportation, and must seek help. The Berkshire 
Community Action Council (fuel assistance) is accessible from Sheffield. 
3. Our invaluable Grace Campbell will be cleaning up the cellar at Dewey Hall on Jan. 
13. We are closed for Martin Luther King Day; the Inauguration will be available on TV 
next Tuesday, with free popcorn & coffee. 
4. Our exercise classes continue on Tuesday & Thursdays; the Out-to-Lunch Bunch is off 
to Great Barrington on Jan. 22. Our luncheon on Jan. 29 is a potluck, with Carole 
Bertuzzi Luciani, a humorist and motivator, who will speak on the range of talents 
available for volunteer possibilities. 
5. The Council discussed our letter to Joe Kellogg re the need for a full-time COA 
director, 2 part-time aides, and funds for professional development. 
 
The next COA meeting will be on February 10 at 5 pm. 
 


