
 

SHEFFIELD COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES 

February 15, 2013 

Sheffield Senior Center 

                                                            2:45 PM 
  
Commission Members Present:    Laura Grunfeld Chair 
                                                Dave Wells, Clerk 
                                                Claudia Martin 

     
Visitors:                                    Nan Wells                                   
                                                          
Grunfeld called the C.O.D. meeting open at 2:45 PM 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes of the Commission on Disabilities for Friday,  
January 18, 2012 were moved to be approved by Martin, seconded by Grunfeld, and 
with no discussion, were unanimously approved as written.  
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
1.) Reviewed feedback regarding the over-all success of the Resources Fair “Work, 

Play, Learn – Without Limits.  Many responses noted the event was an important 
learning experience.  An outcome from this event was how important an on-line 
presence would be to the C.O.D. 
 

 The Work Play Learn event was a success as far as the number and high   
 quality of exhibitors but was lacking as far as the number of   
 attendees. Approximately 95 children and adults attended the event. 

 
The C.O.D. feels that it would be far more efficient to disseminate the   
information on line. We would like to approach the Select Board again   
about the possibility of increasing our on-line presence in some way.   
We would be able to post the information as soon as it was ready, it   
could be updated readily, it could be read by anyone at any time, and   
it would be far less expensive overall. 

 
2.) Sheffield Commission on Disabilities’ Annual Report was turned in to the Town 

Administrator’s office. (See attached report)                                                            
 

3.) Visitability: After some discussion, Grunfeld moved that she would discuss with 
LaBombard how to present the ‘Visitability’  concept/information with the 
Sheffield Building Inspector, Tom Carmody.  Grunfeld’s motion was seconded by 
Martin, and with no further discussion, was unanimously approved as moved. 
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4.) Push button Door Opener for the Town Hall and an assistive listening system for  

Town Meetings - Martin moved to table Agenda Item #4 until our next C.O.D. 
meeting. Wells seconded Martin’s motion, and with no further discussion, this 
agenda item was unanimously approved to be tabled. 

 
 

5.) Grunfeld reported that the Sheffield C.O.D. budget for $200 was submitted for the 
fiscal year 2014 and had been approved by the finance committee.  This C.O.D. 
budget line request is now waiting for Town approval which will be voted on at the 
May Town Meeting. 

  
6.) Discussion followed regarding Agenda Item #6 which was to organize an 

Americans with Disabilities' Act training for Town of Sheffield staff. Grunfeld 
moved that she would talk to LaBomBard regarding having an ADA Employee 
Training Session and setting a date for having it.  Martin seconded Grunfeld’s 
motion, and with no further discussion, this motion was unanimously voted to be 
approved. 

 
Grunfeld moved that the C.O.D. recommend that the ADA Training Session should 
be held in October or November.  The length of time needed for this training 
session is not known at this time. Grunfeld’s motion was seconded by Wells, and 
with no further discussion, the motion was unanimously approved. 
 

7.) Martin informed the C.O.D. that the next C.O.D. article for the Sheffield Times’  
was ready for Grunfeld to edit. 

  
8.) Future dates for the Sheffield C.O.D. were discussed and the following calendar 

dates were chosen for the March, April, and May meetings: 
March 22, 2013 [4th Friday] at 2:45PM at the Sheffield Senior Center 
April 19, 2013   [3rd Friday] at 2:45PM at the Sheffield Senior Center 
May 10, 2013   [2nd Friday] at 2:45PM at the Sheffield Senior Center 

  
 
9.) Discussion followed regarding the Summer ADA Celebrations to be held on July 26, 

2013.  Martin moved that the ADA Celebrations under C.O.D. consideration be 
cancelled.  [One celebration idea revolved around a local recognition of the ADA  

Anniversary and would be held as a picnic in the Sheffield Town Park.  The other   
idea was to rent a bus to take interested Sheffield citizens and Sheffield C.O.D. 
members to Boston to join in the State ADA Celebration.]  Grunfeld seconded 
Martin’s motion to cancel these considerations, and there being no further 
discussion, this motion was unanimously approved as moved. 
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10.) It was decided that we would send Thank You Notes via E-Mail to those who 

participated in the Resources Fair “Work, Play, Learn – Without Limits.” 
 
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE C.O.D. WILL BE: Friday, March 22, 2013 at 2:45 PM at 
the Sheffield Senior Center.  PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE [4th Friday] 
                                                                        
C.O.D. AGENDA for Friday, March 22, 2013 meeting at 2:45 PM:  
 

   1. Visitability   
   2. On line presence 
   3. Push button Door Opener for the Town Hall and an assistive listening system 
……  for Town Meetings 
   4. C.O.D. Budget submission awaits Town approval 
   5. Americans with Disabilities' Act training for all Town of Sheffield staff 
   6. Sheffield Times Article 
   7. Must vote to cancel calendar reservation for ADA July 26, 2013 Town Park  …  
…....Picnic 
  8. Continuation of Sheffield C.O.D. Speaker Series possibilities “Children Who  …  

..     Struggle With Reading” or “Autism Advocacy” 
  9. Handicapped Parking Questionnaire 
10. New additions to the Sheffield Bushnell-Sage Library 

  11. Reports from Committees 
12. Other business as necessary     

 
     

 
Wells moved to adjourn this meeting, seconded by Martin, and with no discussion, the 
meeting was unanimously approved for adjournment. 
  
Grunfeld adjourned the Sheffield C.O.D. meeting at 4:00 PM. 
  
Respectfully submitted:             
Dave Wells  
Sheffield C.O.D. Clerk 
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