
TOWN OF SHEFFIELD 

COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES 

March 22, 2013 

Sheffield Senior Center 

                                                    2:45 PM 
  
Commission Members Present:    Laura Grunfeld Chair 
                                                Dave Wells, Clerk 
                                                Claudia Martin 
                                                Gail Mullen (arrived 3:55 PM) 
 
Visitors:                                    Nan Wells                                   
                                                          
Grunfeld called the C.O.D. meeting open at 2:45 PM 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes of the Commission on Disabilities for 
Friday,  
February 15, 2013 were moved to be approved by Martin, seconded by 
Grunfeld, and with no discussion, were unanimously approved as written.  
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
1.) Visitability: Grunfeld reported that she had spoken to LaBombard, 

Town Administrator, regarding adding “Visitability” information shared 
with Sheffield residents when applying for new building or remodeling 
permits.  Martin moved that Grunfeld write a letter to the Select 
Board and Tom Carmody, Sheffield Building Inspector, regarding why 
Visitability construction options in Sheffield could be a win win for all.  
Wells seconded Martin’s motion, and with no further discussion, 
Martin’s motion was unanimously approved.   

 
2.) On line presence: Grunfeld reminded members that the Town of 

Sheffield was holding another all staff seminar on April 9, 2013 
entitled “Social Media @ Ur Workplace.”  Discussion followed on how 
to proceed and the importance for the Sheffield C.O.D. to have an on 
line presence.  Grunfeld moved that she would approach the Select 
Board, after the April 9 Seminar, with the C.O.D. need and 
importance for it to have an on line presence.  Martin seconded 
Grunfeld’s motion, and with no further discussion, Grunfeld’s motion 
was unanimously approved.      
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3.) Push button Door Opener for the Town Hall and an assistive listening 

system for  Town Meetings: Discussion followed.  Grunfeld moved that 
she would ask  LaBombard, Town Administrator, what ground work 
and research the town has already down with regard to these 2 issues 
so that we do not repeat areas already investigated. She would also 
ask what areas and direction should the C.O.D. augment to help 
facilitate the acquisition of a door opener for the Town Hall and an 
effective assistive listening system for Town Meetings.  Martin 
volunteered to approach Berkshire Taconic regarding these 2 issues 
and what grants might be available.  The Grunfeld motion with the 
addition of Martin contacting Berkshire Taconic, was seconded by 
Martin, and with no further discussion, was unanimously approved as 
moved.  
 

4.) The C.O.D. budget line request is now waiting for Town approval which 
will be voted on at the May Town Meeting. 

  
5.) Discussion followed regarding Agenda Item #5 which was to organize 

an Americans with Disabilities' Act training session for the Town of 
Sheffield staff.  After discussion, Martin moved that the C.O.D. 
proceed with LaBombard, Town Administrator, in setting up an ADA 
training session for all Sheffield Staff.  Grunfeld seconded Martin’s 
motion, and with no further discussion, Martin’s motion was 
unanimously approved as moved. 

 
6.) Martin informed the C.O.D. that the next C.O.D. article submission for 

the Sheffield Times’ must be in by April 15, 2013.  Discussion followed 
regarding what useful information should be included in this 
submission and what subject topics would be meaningful submissions 
for future C.O.D. articles.  It was decided that the April 15 C.O.D. 
submission would focus on the SBETC transportation services 
available. 

 
7.) The C.O.D. ADA celebratory picnic still on the Town Calendar for July 

26, 2013 was moved by Martin and seconded by Wells that it should 
be officially cancelled and that Mike Ovitt, Town Scheduler, should be 
asked to remove that date from the Town Calendar. With no further 
discussion, Martin’s motion was unanimously approved.  

 
8.) Continuation of Sheffield C.O.D. Speaker Series’ possibilities “Children 

Who Struggle With Reading” or “Autism Advocacy” was moved by 
Martin to put on 
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8.) ….CONTINUED  hold and was seconded by Grunfeld.  With no further 
……….discussion, the Martin motion was unanimously approved as moved. 

 
9.) “The Handicapped Parking Questionnaire” sent to the Sheffield C.O.D. 

by Jeff Dougan’s Office was discussed: It was moved by Wells, and 
seconded by Martin to pass the questionnaire on to LaBombard, Town 
Administrator, for feedback regarding this MA State ADA 
questionnaire.  With no further discussion, the Wells’ motion was 
unanimously approved as moved. 

 
10.) New additions to the Sheffield Bushnell-Sage Library … “WOWBrary” 

was moved by Grunfeld along with Agenda Item #2 “On line 
Presence” to be tabled until after the April 9, 2013 All Staff Seminar.  
Grunfeld’s motion was seconded by Wells, and with no further 
discussion, was unanimously so approved. 

 
11.)  Regarding sending a congratulatory letter to Chief Munson on his 

appointment: Discussion followed after which, Martin moved that 
Mullen write this letter and then submit her letter draft to Grunfeld for 
final editing and approval.  That Grunfeld and Mullen would then make 
up a sub committee.  This sub committee of 2 would have the backing 
of the C.O.D., as a whole, to send the final draft of the letter without 
the need to re submit it to the C.O.D.at its April meeting.  Wells 
seconded Martin’s motion, and with no further discussion, Martin’s 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
12.) Grunfeld shared a discussion she had with Select Board member 

Wood regarding different avenues that the Sheffield C.O.D. might 
consider with regard to encouraging additional persons to join the 
C.O.D. ranks.  There was much discussion regarding this issue and 
the outcome, at this time, was for each C.O.D. member to reach out 
to specific individuals that they felt would be an asset to the C.O.D. 
and encourage those individuals to join a very active and important 
Town Commission – the Commission would do its own recruiting. 
 

13.) Future dates for the Sheffield C.O.D. were discussed and the following 
calendar dates were chosen for May, June, and July.  *PLEASE NOTE 
CHANGES to our regularly scheduled meetings [meetings on the 3rd 
Friday of each month]. 

                   May 10, 2013   [2nd  Friday] at 2:45PM at the Sheffield  
……………………………..Senior Center 
                   June … NO MEETING 
                    July 19, 2013   [3rd Friday] at 2:45PM at the Sheffield Senior 
………………………….……Center 
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THE NEXT MEETING OF THE C.O.D. WILL BE: April 19, 2013 at 2:45 PM 
at the Sheffield Senior Center.   
                                                                        
C.O.D. AGENDA for Friday, April 19, 2013 meeting at 2:45 PM:  
 

1.) Approval of the March 22, 2013 C.O.D. Minutes 
 

2.) Report on any feedback from the C.O.D. letter regarding Visitability 
Information 

 
3.) Report by C.O.D. members who attended the All Staff Seminar entitled 

“Social Media @ Ur Workplace” 
 

4.) Discussion of the March 22, 2013 tabled items regarding the On Line 
Presence of the Sheffield Bushnell-Sage Library and the Sheffield 
Police Department 

 
5.) Report on the progress of Push button Door Opener for the Town Hall 

and an assistive listening system for Town Meetings’ research: 
 

6.) The C.O.D. budget line request is waiting for Town approval which will 
be voted  .on the May Town Meeting 

 
    7.)Report on the progress of setting up an Americans with Disabilities' 
……….Act Training Seminar for the Town of Sheffield staff.  Continue 
……….planning this seminar. 
 
     8.)Report on the submitted Sheffield Times’ article and suggestions for 
………..the next one.  Should the C.O.D. continue to submit articles on 
………..basic/general information to the Times regarding disability services 
………..available to Sheffield residents? 
      
     9.)Was the the C.O.D. ADA celebratory picnic on the Town Calendar for 
………..July 26, 2013 officially removed? 

 
   10.)Continuation of the Sheffield C.O.D. Speaker Series with topic 
………..possibilities such as “Children Who Struggle With Reading” or “Autism 
………..Advocacy”  

  
   11.)Report on the “The Handicapped Parking Questionnaire”  
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   12.)Report on the Congratulatory letter to Chief Munson on his 
………..appointment … has the C.O.D. received any feedback as a result of 
………..sending it? 

 
   13.)Reports shared with progress being made regarding reaching out to 
………..potential candidates who might join the Sheffield C.O.D. 

  
   14.)Other business as necessary     

 
 
Grunfeld moved to adjourn this meeting, seconded by Wells, and with no 
further discussion, the meeting was unanimously approved for adjournment. 
  
Grunfeld adjourned the Sheffield C.O.D. meeting at 4:50 PM. 
  
Respectfully submitted:             
Dave Wells  
Sheffield C.O.D. Clerk 
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