
TOWN OF SHEFFIELD 

COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES 

April 19, 2013 

Sheffield Senior Center 

                                                            2:45 PM 
  
Commission Members Present:    Laura Grunfeld Chair 
                                                Dave Wells, Clerk 
                                                Claudia Martin 
                                                Gail Mullen  
 
Visitors:                                    Nan Wells 
                                                Officer Tricia Wilkinson representing the Sheffield      
…………………………………………………………..Police Department                                    
                                                          
Grunfeld called the C.O.D. meeting open at 2:45 PM 
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

1.) APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by Martin that the minutes of the 
Commission on Disabilities for Friday, March 22, 2013 be approved as 
amended, seconded by Grunfeld; and with no further discussion, they were 
unanimously approved as amended.  
 

2.) OFFICER TRICIA WILKINSON REPRESENTING THE SHEFFIELD POLICE 
DEPARTMENT WAS INTRODUCED: Officer Wilkinson shared with the 
Commission her extensive police background.  The Commission shared how 
pleased that it was to establish a line of communication with her Department 
and the Commission.  The Commission and the Sheffield Police Department 
would mutually benefit from working together regarding ADA issues and needs. 

 

3.) MARTIN SHARED WITH THE C.O.D.  AN INFORMAL, UNPLANNED 
CHANCE MEETING SHE HAD WITH CHIEF MUNSON: Martin shared with the 
Commission her chance meeting with Sheffield Police Chief Eric Munson and the 
opportunity she had to congratulate him on his appointment as Chief of Police. 

 

4.) GRUNFELD REPORTED ON VISITABILITY INFORMATION SHARING: 
Grunfeld said she had attended a Select Board Meeting and shared with those 
present Visitability information along with C.O.D. hopes that the information 
could be made available to all applicants seeking building or remodeling 
permits.  The idea was to make the information available not to make anyone  
feel that it was being pushed on them or mandatory.  The Select Board  
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    4.)Continued 

responded encouragingly to Grunfeld’s information. Town Administrator 
LaBombard said she would present the visitability information sharing with 
Sheffield’s Building Inspector, Tom Carmody. This item was tabled until the May 
10 C.O.D. Meeting for updates. 

 

5.) SEMINAR ON ”SOCIAL MEDIA @ UR WORKPLACE:”  Grunfeld attended this 
Sheffield staff seminar and reported that Town Administrator LaBombard will 
work on the Town’s policy regarding the use of Social Media.  

 

6.) C.O.D. “ON LINE PRESENCE:” Was discussed at some length. Martin moved 
that this Agenda Item be tabled until further guidelines have been set by the 
Town Administrator and the Select Board. Martin’s motion was seconded by 
Wells and with no further discussion, was unanimously so approved. 

 
 

7.) PUSH BUTTON DOOR OPENER FOR TOWN HALL & ASSISTIVE 
LISTENING SYSTEM FOR TOWN MEETINGS: Martin reported that she had 
spoken to Berkshire Taconic regarding finding a grant to help purchase a push 
button door opener for the Town Hall.  She reported that Berkshire Taconic did 
not know of any grants available for municipalities.  Grunfeld reported that she 
had no further information to share, at this time, regarding additional research 
she had done for an assistive listening system for Town Meetings.  
 

8.) C.O.D. BUDGET REQUEST: The C.O.D. request for a $200 budget line for the 
fiscal year 2014 is waiting for Town approval at the May 6 Town Meeting.  

 

9.) AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES [ADA] ALL STAFF TRAINING 
SEMINAR: Grunfeld shared with the C.O.D. ADA Seminar progress: Date - 
October 21, 2013; Time – 9:30 until noon; Location will be the Sheffield Senior 
Center [100 chairs with 119 capacity] 40 seats of those to be reserved for Town  
Staff.  Kathy Gips, Director of Training, New England ADA Center has agreed to 
lead the training. Remaining seats will be made available to local South County 
individuals. RSVP will be much appreciated.  If public interest to attend is more 
than the Sheffield Senior Center capacity perhaps the American Legion Hall 
could be asked to guest this Seminar.  The Select Board granted permission for 
this Sheffield staff training seminar to be advertised in nearby towns.  Grunfeld 
moved that Martin write an ADA announcement paragraph “SAVE THE DATE” 
and should then  send it to the sub committee. Wells seconded Grunfeld’s 
motion, and with no further discussion, Grunfeld’s motion was unanimously 
approved.  ADA Seminar planning will continue.  
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10.) SHEFFIELD TIMES ARTICLE: Martin was thanked for her recent submission to 
the Sheffield Times – “BRTA Transportation for those in South County.”   
Discussion followed regarding the next submission for the June 15 Sheffield 
Times article.  Mullen was asked if she would be willing to write the June 15th 
deadline article for the Times on “Visitability. 

Mullen accepted, and as result, Martin moved that Mullen would write the next 
Sheffield Times’ article with the help of Martin as a sub committee of two.  The 
Martin motion was seconded by Wells, and with no further discussion, the 
Martin motion was unanimously so approved.  

                                                                                            

11.) CANCELLATION OF THE ADA CELEBRATORY JULY 26 TOWN PICNIC: 
Discussion followed as to whether Mike Ovitt, Town Scheduler, had actually 
been formally notified to cancel the July 26, 2013 date on his calendar for the 
originally planned ADA Town Celebration.  Mullen moved that Grunfeld E-Mail 
Mike Ovitt, Town Schedular to remove the July 26 date from his calendar.  
Martin seconded Mullen’s motion, and with no further discussion, Mullen’s 
motion was unanimously approved. Grunfeld immediately E-Mailed Ovitt from 
the Senior Center C.O.D. meeting. 

 
12.) SHEFFIELD C.O.D. SPEAKER SERIES: Discussion followed. Martin moved  

that this subject be brought up after the ADA Seminar in October. Wells 
seconded Martin’s  motion, and with no further discussion, Martin’s motion was 
unanimously so approved.  

 

13.) REPORT ON “THE HANDICAPPED PARKING QUESTIONNAIRE:” The   
.C.O.D. is still waiting for a response from Sheffield Police Chief Eric Munson.  

 

14.) CONGRATULATORY LETTER TO CHIEF MUNSON ON HIS APPOINTMENT: 
Much discussion followed.  Martin, the C.O.D. parliamentarian, reminded the 
Commission that once a motion has been made and agreed upon, it must be 
followed through as moved and voted.  Grunfeld moved that this issue be taken 
up at a later date.  Grunfeld’s motion was seconded by Mullen.  

More discussion followed after which Martin moved that this issue was a 
parliamentary procedural one and should be reviewed and discussed at the next 
C.O.D. Meeting [May 10]. Wells seconded Martin’s  sub motion, and with no 
further discussion, Martin’s secondary motion was unanimously approved. 
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15.) C.O.D. MEMBERSHIP RECRUITING PROGRESS: Members shared their 
progress in reaching out to potential C.O.D. Commission candidates. The C.O.D. 
will continue to personally speak to those who might consider joining this very 
active Commission. 

 
16.) OTHER BUSINESS: Grunfeld shared that Town Administrator LaBombard 

asked her to meet with MA Department of Transportation [MA DOT] and the 
Sheffield Select Board. That meeting occurred on the morning of April 19. The 
Town was asked to come back to the DOT with a specific request regarding the 
location of the curb cuts and cross walks. Rene Wood of the Select Board said 
that a public meeting on the topic would be held at some point after the May 6 
Town Meeting.  Wells suggested the C.O.D. research previous C.O.D. Minutes … 
all the way back to November 2009 for steps and recommendations already 
considered regarding Rte 7 Corridor, curb cuts, blinking light/s etc. Martin 
volunteered to research and collate this information from past C.O.D. Minutes.  
It was suggested that Don Perry, a very active past C.O.D. member, be asked  
to attend our May 10 meeting and speak to the information already compiled by     
the C.O.D. in this regard along with further recommendations he would suggest 
be presented. Perry and Noah Parsons were very involved in this compilation of 
data.  Their input is crutial to the C.O.D. information sharing at this meeting 
with the MA DOT and the Select Board. Grunfeld asked Martin to contact Perry 
regarding the C.O.D. May 10 meeting. 

 
 
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE C.O.D. WILL BE:  May 10, 2013 at 2:45 PM at the 
Sheffield Senior Center.   
 
C.O.D. AGENDA for Friday, May 10, 2013 meeting at 2:45 PM:  
 

1.)Approval of the April 19, 2013 C.O.D. Minutes 
 
2.)Report on any feedback regarding Visitability Information shared with the 
…..Select Board or from Town Administrator LaBombard 

 
    3.)Town “On Line Presence” guidelines update if any 
 
    4.)Update on the progress of getting a push button door opener for the Sheffield  

……………Town Hall and an assistive listening device for use at Town meetings. 
 

        5.)Report on the C.O.D. budget line request which was voted on by the town at   
…………….the May 6, 2013 Town Meeting 
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     6.)Report on the progress of Americans with Disabilities' Act Training 
…..……….Seminar for the Town of Sheffield staff and interested South County residents 
 
         7.)Martin ADA paragraph –“SAVE THE DATE”   
 
     8.)Report on the June 15 Sheffield Times’  “Visitability” article by Mullen and 
…………...Martin 
                   
        9.)Report on the “The Handicapped Parking Questionnaire”  

 
      10.)Membership recruiting progress 

 
      11.)Route 7 Corridor and C.O.D. recommendations to MA DOT and Sheffield Select 
……………Board 
 
      12.)Parliamentary Procedures 
 
      13.)Other business as necessary     
 
      14.)Reminder there will be no June C.O.D. meeting  

 
Grunfeld moved to adjourn this meeting, seconded by Wells, and with no further 
discussion, the meeting was unanimously approved for adjournment. 
  
Grunfeld adjourned the Sheffield C.O.D. meeting at 4:15 PM. 
  
 
Respectfully submitted:             
Dave Wells  
Sheffield C.O.D. Clerk 
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