SHEFFIELD PLANNING BOARD

MINUTES 

 REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING

Thursday, December 27, 2007

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. 

Members present were: Rene Wood, Margaret Martin, Anthony Gulotta and Christopher Tomich. David Smith Sr. was absent.

Sign in sheet attached. 

Mail was reviewed and included: a packet for each Board Member from the Town Clerk regarding an administrative class she has attended; a letter from Paul Tepper (attached); an opinion letter from the Town Administrator, Joe Kellogg regarding a mis-printed bylaw (attached) and opinion letters from the Building Inspector, Tom Carmody (attached).

Discussion of proposed budget process, including Rhonda LaBombard’s potential hours, ensued. A. Gulotta will update the budget and may bring a proposed budget for the next meeting.

Minutes: M. Martin made a motion to accept the 11/28/07 Regular Minutes as amended.  Her motion was seconded and approved unanimously.
C. Tomich made a motion to accept the 11/28/07 Berkshire Fence Special Permit Hearing Minutes as amended.  His motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

M. Martin made a motion to accept the 12/20/07 Regular Minutes as amended.  Her motion was seconded and approved unanimously.
Approval for reimbursement to R. Wood for 5th dinner expenses and for new stationary and envelopes.

At 7:56 PM a motion was made by M.Martin that the regular meeting be suspended. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 

At 8:00 PM a motion was made by M.Martin to reopen the regular meeting. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 

Mail was reviewed.

At 8:02 PM a motion was made by M.Martin that the regular meeting be suspended. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 

At 8:52 PM a motion was made by M.Martin to reopen the regular meeting. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 

Deliberations will start on the Berkshire Fence Special Permit Application on January 10 at about 9:00 PM, if time permits, per agreement of the Board.

Mail was reviewed.

Discussion ensued regarding town regulation of signs.  C. Tomich stated that correcting the current sign regulation is a priority for him.  Specifically he is concerned about snow banks blocking the visibility of signs which conform to current regulations.  A. Gulotta suggested that the town revise the current requirement to measure the sign from the ground. R. Wood noted that lit neon signs are currently allowed in windows.  The current use of variances was discussed including the fact that those who might dislike a better bylaw may simply apply for a variance to do what the new bylaw wouldn’t allow.  Also discussed was the impact of variances on the Building Inspector.

Revision of Board Rules and Regulations: M. Martin and R. Wood will work on this in January.

Revision of Board Forms: C. Tomich and R. Wood will work on this.

Other Zoning Bylaw Articles:  Discussion of the fact that any Board Member can volunteer to work on any article.  The Board planned to prepare one or two articles per meeting and have these completed by March in preparation for the Town Meeting in May.

At 9:20 PM a motion was made by A.Gulotta that the meeting be adjourned. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nadia Milleron

Secretary to the Planning Board
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