MINUTES

Public Hearing for the Special Permit Application 

of Peter and Melissa Zdiarski 

for a General Service Establishment at 212 Alum Hill Road, Rural District, Ashley Falls

Application # 040908-2

Thursday, May 22, 2008

The public hearing was opened at 8:00 PM.  

Planning Board members present were: Christopher Tomich, Anthony Gulotta, Margaret Martin, David Smith Sr. and Timothy Fulco. Sign -in sheet attached.  

Secretary M. Martin read the legal notice into the public record.

C. Tomich conducted the Special Permit Application Hearing.

Attorney Susan Smith, representing the applicants, presented the request by summarizing the application aloud.  She stated that the building would be a gable style pole barn, 24X36 feet.  She cited Section 3.1.4 of Sheffield’s Zoning Bylaws which requires that such an establishment be situated on not less than 5 acres of land.  The site in question is .987 acres.  Atty. Smith said that parking would be behind the building.  She also said that the business would be operated completely within the barn, which is a structure typical of the area.

Atty. Smith stated that she has forwarded all information relating to the project to the Building Inspector.  She explained that: the proposed business will be limited to pool service, not construction; 5 employees will come to the site, get their assignments and store pool service equipment, chemical supplies and office supplies; hours of operation will be from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.; 2 employees will do office work and be on site during the day; there will not be a lot of traffic, only 3-4 deliveries to the site per month; impact on the neighborhood will be limited, no exhaust, noise or traffic.

Atty. Smith also stated that there is enough  room around the existing building for deliveries, there will be no exterior lighting and signs will be limited to the address number to be placed on the building.  She stated that the business will be a benefit to the town, for example, employees will get supplies and gas in Sheffield.

Board Comments and Questions: M. Martin asked if there would be a sign identifying the business.  Attorney Smith stated that a sign was needed only for delivery, not customers.  C. Tomich asked if there would be a bathroom.  Atty. Smith answered that the well on the property has been “perked.” C. Tomich asked about old tanks, the Zdiarski’s answered that they’ve been removed.  C. Tomich ascertained that the lot is the first one past the sod farm and that people will see the side and front of the building from the road.  C. Tomich asked if they will have a dumpster and the Applicants stated yes, that it would be behind the building.  Peter Zdiarski stated that the driveway will start where it has been.  He said that in winter, vehicles will be inside and in summer outside.  D. Smith Sr. asked whether there will be a restroom and the Zdiarskis answered that they will put one in if needed.

At 8:18PM, M. Martin made a motion to close the Special Permit Hearing.  Her motion was seconded and approved 5-0.

C. Tomich explained that the Board will start deliberations at their next meeting and that a new meeting schedule might be in effect.

Respectfully submitted,  

Nadia Milleron. 

Secretary to the Planning Board
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